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ABOUT ME
Name:
Dr Laura Bonnett

Home town / area:
Knowsley

Job title (course title if currently a student):

Medical Statistician

Company name:
University of Liverpool

FUN FACT ABOUT ME!

For example: do you have a pet? Where is your favourite place to go on holiday? What do you
like to do in your spare time?

In my spare time | play the flute and piccolo in 3 local amateur orchestras and sing in my
church choir

WHAT DO YOU DO DAY-TO-DAY IN YOUR ROLE?

My job is really varied. Although | usually spend it sat behind a computer, the tasks | do on
that computer can be anything from replying to emails to running a big analysis to answer a
really important medical question. | often get to teach students too and meet people who
need a hand with their own statistical analysis. Sometimes | get to give talks around the
country and to go to conferences all over the world.

WHAT ARE THE BEST & WORST PARTS OF YOUR ROLE?

I love the variety - that can be challenging in itself as you have to manage lots of different
tasks all at the same time but the variety is amazing. | admit that the emails are the worst
part of my job - | can get 100 per day and it can be really difficult to keep on top of them all!




HOW DO YOU HAVE TO DRESS AND WHAT EQUIPMENT DO YOU NEED FOR
YOUR ROLE?

You can generally wear whatever you like to work at a university. Some people wear jeans
and their favourite t-shirt, while others (like me) tend to go for something more formal. In
terms of equipment, | can do my job just using a PC. It needs to have specialist statistical
software on it though, such as R, or SPSSor Stata or SAS.

WHAT SUBJECTS DID YOU STUDY IN SCHOOL / WHAT QUALIFICATIONS

DO YOU NEED FOR YOUR ROLE?

| did all the usual GCSEs plus geography, ICT and music. | then did maths, further maths,
biology, chemistry, music & general studies at AS level, with maths, further maths, chemistry
and general studies for A2. For my current role you actually need a PhD in medical statistics
and to do a PhD you need an undergraduate degree in a maths-based subject (and usually a
masters degree in medical statistics).

WHAT WAS YOUR FAVOURITE SUBJECT IN PRIMARY / SECONDARY
SCHOOL AND WHY?

| always loved maths at school because it was very logical and there was a right answer. |
struggled with more arts-based subjects whereby you could write a whole essay and
apparently have said two relevant facts that were worthy of marks!!

WHAT DO YOU SEE YOURSELF ACHIEVING PROFESSIONALLY WITHIN THE
NEXT 10 YEARS?

Wow - what a tricky question! | think | will stay within academia and so in 10 years | might
have become a Professor of Medical Statistics which would be quite cool!! In the meantime
I'll continue to get my work published in journals and bid for money to take on more research.

MY CHALLENGE FOR YOU:

Set a challenge for the pupils who will read your profile.
Choose ONE of the following options and complete:

1. Write a question for students to think about eg. When planning to build a new train line, what
do you think are the jobs created from the start of the planning stage to the completion of the
new train line?

2. A short problem you face at work — ask students to think about how they would deal with it.
eg. In my city, there are too many cars on the road, and the population is growing. People
spend a lot of time in traffic, especially the ones living in the outskirts but working in the city.
How would you solve this problem?

3. Add a picture of a piece of equipment you use at work — ask students what they think it might
be used for, or maybe take a picture of H+S errors and ask students to spot the mistakes!

Please complete the following page:




MY CHALLENGE FOR YOU:

In my job | need to balance the viewpoints of lots of different types of people including
doctors, patients, and policy makers (such as the Government). Everyone wants what is
best, but their idea of best can vary a huge amount - best from a feeling better point of
view, best from a time-management point of view, or best from a budget point of view etc.
How would you solve this problem?

| AM HAPPY FOR TEACHERS / STUDENTS TO CONTACT ME WITH

QUERIES / QUESTIONS VIA EMAIL:

YES - please provide your This ambassador is happy to receive questions.
email address in the box Submit your questions to support@allaboutstem.co.uk and ambassador

ided replies will be forwarded to you.
provide
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