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ABOUT ME

Name:
Rachel Rawlings

Home town / area:
Northwich/Cheshire

Job title (course title if currently a student):
UK Accreditation Manager (Last position)

Company name:
Bureau Veritas UK

FUN FACT ABOUT ME!

For example: do you have a pet? Where is your favourite place to go on holiday? What do you
like to do in your spare time?
| can Le Roc. That's french jive (similar to Rock n Roll).

WHAT DO YOU DO DAY-TO-DAY IN YOUR ROLE?

| started my career as an Environmental Technologist at the Llanwern Steelworks on the British Steel Graduate Engineering
Programme. | then worked for Renishaw as a Quality Engineer. Around this time | achieved my Chartered Engineer status |
then went to work for The Bristol Port Company as a Development Engineer, project managing multi-million pound projects.
Following three years working for Demag where | worked on three massive crane contracts,, | moved to my current
company, Bureau Veritas where | have worked as the Technical Skills Manager and the Accreditation Manager. A normal
day now consists of talking to my team, attending meetings and answering emails. All of this is related to making sure that |
maintain the ISO (International Organisation for Standards) standards so that the engineers can work and carry out
inspections. | have to problem solve when things have gone wrong, reviewing how activities are done and how they can be
improved.

WHAT ARE THE BEST & WORST PARTS OF YOUR ROLE?

The best bits are when we do well at a UKAS (United Kingdom Accreditation Service) audit and seeing the team happy in their
work. The worst bit is when things go wrong and you have to find out why.




HOW DO YOU HAVE TO DRESS AND WHAT EQUIPMENT DO YOU NEED FOR
YOUR ROLE?

When in the office | wear smart work clothes.
When | am on-site | wear a company branded T-Shirtand jacket, steel toe capped boots, hard hat and hi-vis.
Ear and eye protection may also be needed depending where | am.

WHAT SUBJECTS DID YOU STUDY IN SCHOOL / WHAT QUALIFICATIONS
DO YOU NEED FOR YOUR ROLE?

At A-Level | did Maths, Physics and Art. | enjoyed Maths & Physics. | considered Chemistry but it clashed with Art in the
option blocks. | opted for Art as | felt it would be a good outlet.

At University | did Mechanical Engineering with Process Systems. | made this choice as | enjoyed making things. The course
gave a broad experience of engineering which | felt would provide lots of flexibility & choice in terms of future careers.

For my role, | needed a degree and to be a chartered engineer.

WHAT WAS YOUR FAVOURITE SUBJECT IN PRIMARY / SECONDARY
SCHOOL AND WHY?

I loved Maths and Physics.

WHAT DO YOU SEE YOURSELF ACHIEVING PROFESSIONALLY WITHIN THE
NEXT 10 YEARS?

| want to become a Fellow of the IMechE.
| also want to be a Board Director so that | can help lead a company to be successful and
make the world a better place.

MY CHALLENGE FOR YOU:

Set a challenge for the pupils who will read your profile.

Choose ONE of the following options and complete:

1. Write a question for students to think about eg. When planning to build a new train line, what
do you think are the jobs created from the start of the planning stage to the completion of the
new train line?

2. A short problem you face at work — ask students to think about how they would deal with it.
eg. In my city, there are too many cars on the road, and the population is growing. People
spend a lot of time in traffic, especially the ones living in the outskirts but working in the city.
How would you solve this problem?

3. Add a picture of a piece of equipment you use at work — ask students what they think it might
be used for, or maybe take a picture of H+S errors and ask students to spot the mistakes!

Please complete the following page:




MY CHALLENGE FOR YOU:

How might you get an apple, grown on a tree in New Zealand, from the tree to your fruit bowl!?
Think about the picking process, the storage, the transportation and packaging.

What sort of challenges, problems or difficulties will you need to deal with?

What solutions or answers can you come up with to deal with these issues?

| AM HAPPY FOR TEACHERS / STUDENTS TO CONTACT ME WITH
QUERIES / QUESTIONS VIA EMAIL:

YES - please provide your This ambassador is happy to receive questions.

email address in the box Submit your questions to ambassadors@allaboutstem.co.uk and
. ambassador replies will be forwarded to you.

provided
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