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    ABOUT ME

Name: 

Please provide a 
photo of yourself

Home town / area: 

Job title (course title if currently a student): 

Company name: 

    FUN FACT ABOUT ME!

For example: do you have a pet? Where is your favourite place to go on holiday? What do you 
like to do in your spare time?

    WHAT WAS YOUR FAVOURITE SUBJECT IN PRIMARY SCHOOL AND WHY?

    �WHICH SUBJECTS DID YOU STUDY AT GCSE? WHICH ONES WERE YOUR 
FAVOURITE AND WHY?



    �TELL US ABOUT YOUR CAREER...

Who do you work for now? What sort of things does the company do? What is your job title? 
What sort of things do you do, or what projects have you worked on, as part of your role? If 
you’ve worked for other companies, tell us about them too.

    �WHICH SUBJECTS AND LEVEL OF QUALIFICATIONS ARE USEFUL, 
OR REQUIRED, FOR YOUR JOB?

    �WHAT SORT OF SKILLS OR PERSONALITY TRAITS ARE USEFUL IN YOUR 
ROLE? WHAT SORT OF PEOPLE WOULD ENJOY OR BE GOOD AT THE ROLE?

    �WHAT DO YOU WEAR FOR WORK AND WHAT EQUIPMENT DO YOU USE AS 
PART OF YOUR ROLE?



    �WHAT IS THE BEST AND THE WORST PART OF YOUR JOB?

    �ARE THERE ANY STEREOTYPES CONNECTED TO YOUR TYPE OF WORK, 
WHICH YOU THINK ARE UNTRUE?

    WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO ACHIEVE IN THE NEXT TEN YEARS?

    �IF YOU WEREN’T DOING YOUR CURRENT JOB, WHAT OTHER JOB MIGHT 
YOU LIKE TO DO AND WHY?

    �WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO YOUR SIXTEEN YEAR OLD SELF 
ABOUT WORK OR LIFE IN GENERAL?



    �MY CHALLENGE FOR YOU: 

Suggest a fun challenge or activity that students could do at home or in school.

You could present a problem for them to investigate and find solutions to. Or you could  
suggest simple ‘at home’ experiments that illustrate an aspect of your work.  Perhaps you  
know of employer or professional institution activity resources you could direct them to?  
Choose something fun ad interesting that you think will get them engaged and inspire them  
to continue with their STEM studies and consider STEM careers!  

    �I AM HAPPY FOR TEACHERS / STUDENTS TO CONTACT ME WITH  
QUERIES / QUESTIONS VIA EMAIL: 

All About STEM, Studio B Digital House, 44 Simpson Street, Liverpool L1 0AX
www.allaboutstem.co.uk  |  0151 909 4812

Yes – �Please provide email address in the space provided

No Email

1185


	Add name: Francis Stoppard
	Add Home town / area: Dumfries, Scotland
	Add Job title: 3rd Engineering Officer Merchant Navy
	Add Company name: Holland America Line
	Provide an image: 
	Fun Fact: I enjoy running and playing guitar.
	What was your favourite subject in Primary school and why?: I think PE, it was a long time ago so I can't remember!
	Which subjects did you study at GCSE? Which ones were your favourite and why?: For us in Scotland it was Standard Grades and Highers. I studied, Maths, English, Physics, Chemistry, Geography, Craft and Design. I enjoyed Craft and Design as there was a mixture of wood work, metal work and technical drawing.
	Tell us about your career: My job involves looking after all the engine room, and engine room and hotel machinery and equipment. We have a large team since the engine room can run the whole length of the ship.



Some of the things we look after and maintain are:

- 4 main engines which are for propulsion and also producing the ships electrical supply 

- Fresh water generator, these allow us to produce drinking water from the sea water

- Plenty pumps and compressors

- Air conditioning units

- Sewage treatment plant

- Garbage and recycling centre



We have to safely load fuel and lubricating oils as well as discharging sludge oil and bilge water shoreside for proper disposal.




	Which subjects and level of qualifications are useful, or required for your job?: We look for a minimum of 4 GCSE's A-C containing Maths, English, Physics, or combined Science.
	What sort of skills or personality traits are useful in your role? What sort of people would enjoy or be good at your role?: This is a role for someone who is motivated, can work as part of a team as well as on their own. Problem solving skills and good communication is a must. Understanding is quite high as we work with a multitude of nationalities on board.
	What do you wear for work and what equipment do you use as part of your role?: I wear white overalls when working in the engine room, but if I am in the hotel depending on the time it can be white shirt with epaulettes, blue suit with stripes or if it is formal night, tuxedo with bow tie and stripes. 
	What is the best and worst part of your job?: You can be away for a long period of time from your family and friends, and the engine room can get very hot. 

Everyone becomes family on board and you have the potential to do so many new things in the different countries you visit.
	Are there any stereotypes connected to your type of work, which you think are untrue?: People often assume it's a male-orientated job. This is absolutely not true. More and more females are joining and I have been fortunate to work with them. All are more than capable of doing this job. 
	What do you hope to achieve in the next ten years?: Hopefully I will progress with my licences and get to chief engineer status.
	If you weren't doing your current job, what other job might you like to do and why?: I would have like to have been a civil engineer. I got the qualifications but never really followed through. I was a lot younger and gave up easier at job rejection.
	What advice would you give to your sixteen year old self about work life in general?: Don't give up! What's for you won't go past you. Work hard and you will eventually reap the benefits.
	Add your challenge here: OIL SPILL CLEANUP EXPERIMENT

This oil spill experiment asks the question: What are oil spills and what is the best way to clean them up?

You will need

2 tin pans, water, vegetable oil, washing up liquid, medicine dropper, spoon, paper towels, cotton balls



STEP 1:  Fill the tin pan/ tray half full of water. 

STEP 2: Pour oil into the water.

STEP 3: Try different ways to clean up the oil. Can you use the cotton balls? The paper towels? How about the spoon or medicine dropper to scoop out the oil?

STEP 4: Lastly, try using the washing up liquid.



What worked best?

Why do you think it worked best?

Can you think of anything else that might have been effective?
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